
Bud wrong to link
Obama, terrorists

Bud Stevenson’s comments
about Sen. Barack Obama’s casual
contact with Mr. Ayers are very
disturbing. 

It’s disturbing because Steven-
son in his devious subliminal ef-
forts to influence the public that
Sen. Obama supports terrorism in
any form by anyone is just plain
un-American. This is an all-time
low for Bud Stevenson.

Stevenson indicated that he was
at or around the Greenwich Vil-
lage bombing, right across the
street; I wonder did he see Sen.
Obama there. The Weather Un-
derground defined by Webster
Dictionary was a terrorist group.
They opposed racism, sexism, po-
lice brutality, the Vietnam War,

the Kent State killings. They de-
cided to use violence as way to
bring about change in the country.

Sen. Obama’s life and his ac-
complishments dealing with
change in America should not be
associated with this group, sub-
liminally or outright. Stevenson
should be ashamed of his words.
Sen. Obama is not a Weather Un-
derground sympathizer and it is
reprehensible for Stevenson to im-
ply this. 

Sen. Obama is a man who dealt
positively with a society that al-
lowed a vast majority of its people
who were relegated to slums and
ghettos and were brutalized by a
police force, which use deadly
force against them. And a criminal
justice system that was totally
oblivious to their rights or needs
and a wholesale disenfranchise-
ment on a monumental scale.

I thank God every day for peo-

ple like Sen. Obama, Martin
Luther King Jr., John Kennedy,
Robert Kennedy, Abraham Joshua
Heschel and Medgar Evers. These
people were the light in a sea of
darkness that covered this nation.
They were the hands that uncov-
ered the humanity of this nation
and set us free.

Bud Stevenson with his efforts
to demonize Sen. Obama only
serves to drag us back to a time
when some individuals felt the
need to overthrow this govern-
ment. A time that almost de-
stroyed this nation from within. A
time when the word “human” was
totally absent from the word “hu-
manity.”

I have this message for Bud
Stevenson: Don’t destroy the men
of light, thus the darkness returns.

James E. Forney
Suisun City

‘S h Boom Sh Boom”
to “Macarena”
spans four
decades of one-hit

wonders.
These beauties zoomed

like meteors up the Top 40
charts while their com-
posers fizzled on the launch
pad. Authors and athletes
have also had their share of
a solitary shot heard round the
globe. 

Harper Lee’s only novel, “To
Kill a Mockingbird,” sold 30 mil-
lion copies and the film version
garnered Oscars. Bill Mazeroski is
the only player in history to end a
seventh game of the World Series
with a walk off home run. All are
singular moments of brilliance. 

Follow-through was missing
while carrying some project or in-
tention to full completion. In
sports, it’s the final part of a stroke
after smacking or releasing an ob-
ject. Fail to do it in golf and your
shots may be scenic and hysteric.
Fail to follow through during a
backhand tennis volley and you’ll
bury it in the net.

The end of the swing reflects
the beginning of the attack and the
excellence of the intent, with peo-
ple and sports. Omitting the “last
full measure” of excellence will
lead to chaotic morale, corruption
of quality and eventual failure. 

Fire the employee in need of a
little attention and you’ll pull the
trigger so often there’ll be no one
left to shoot, except you.

Caring for the last inch ensures
the sanctity of the first miles.
Starting projects with the end in
mind gives vision to see over hori-

zons as well as dissect
close-up details. In pool
and politics, snooker and
snookering, if the follow-
through of the stroke is off,
you might as well retire
your cue. Follow-through
breeds mutual back-
scratching and sets stan-
dards of consistency by
honoring commitments.

We model those who do it and ac-
knowledge their authority to lead.

Folks fail at follow through for
many reasons: Lack of organiza-
tion, incorporated cultural fear,
poor communication, little experi-
ence with the fruits of courage or
ownership of finished tasks and
too much familiarity with just get-
ting by. Overwhelmed or unfamil-
iar with change, we let promising
projects slowly die. Talent is often
not matched to terrain.

F airfield support for the arts
was about to be cut. A com-
promise was struck and a
resolution passed, promising

money and forgiveness of some
fees. If the city follows through
with infrastructure reengineering
and smart business practices, an
arts consortium can succeed.

The consortium is not just
about the arts, just as the Artys
Theme Song Contest and New
Playwright Contest were both tan-
gible as well as symbolic. Both
were intentional public proofs of
principle by their designers of
what can happen when you follow
through.

Soon, experts and opinion lead-
ers will form a team to build a con-
sortium. Its first proof of principle
will be a gala on May 22nd. The

city will honor its word and for-
give fees for “tent-tech-ticket and
toilet.” In addition to cable and
Web access, the consortium will
consistently need a little of the
time and talents of crucial city
staff afforded through smart busi-
ness reengineering. The goal is an
E-ticket ride that educates, en-
thralls, entertains, enlarges and
excels.

T he arts are one inroad to bet-
ter governance, better life,
less apathy, safer streets, re-
vitalizing the city and de-

lighting customer voters to be-
come engaged. 

Comprehensive plans that are
practical, job-saving and revenue
generating that require smart
business decisions are being re-
viewed right now by our new city
manager, Sean Quinn and Com-
munity Services Director, John
De Lorenzo.

Fairfield needs a symphony of
solutions soon, not just the one-hit
wonder of a laudable but unfin-
ished resolution. Will the city be a
superb financial steward who can
wow and delight its customers?
Will city leaders be agents of
change and invention and ingenu-
ity?

This is not just about the arts.
It is about keeping faith, good
management and leadership,
keeping jobs, saving money, re-
building downtown and acting like
a smooth compassionate business.

Dr. Kevin Ryan is a retired
Colonel, physician, musician and
author who lives in Fairfield.
Reach him at
ryan_k@comcast.net.

T he knee-jerk uproar that’s
followed a state Court of Ap-
peals decision to require cre-
dentialed teachers for every

schoolchild in California -- includ-
ing those in home
schooling -- was
fully predictable,
but ignored some
vital questions.

The ruling es-
sentially means
that every child in
the state must at-
tend an accredited
school, public or
private, or be

taught at home -- or at least be su-
pervised -- by a credentialed
teacher, something that many take
as a threat to most home school-
ing.

Every objection coming from
newspaper editorialists and politi-
cians from Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger down focuses on
the rights of parents to provide
whatever education they like for
their children.

“Every California child de-
serves a quality education and
parents should have the right to
decide what’s best for their chil-
dren,” the governor said. “Parents
should not be penalized for acting
in the best interests of their chil-
dren’s education.” He called the
court ruling “outrageous” and
predicted it will be quickly over-
turned by the state Supreme
Court.

Newspapers followed with lines
like this: “(Parents) should contin-
ue to exercise guardianship in
terms of where and how their mi-
nor children are educated.”

But pause for a moment and
substitute the word “nourish-
ment” for “education” in all this.
Do parents have the right to pro-
vide as much or as little nourish-
ment for their children as they
like? If they don’t provide ade-
quate nourishment, don’t they at
some point become guilty of child
abuse?

These questions lead to anoth-
er: What about the rights of chil-
dren to a quality education? Sure,
many of the approximately
175,000 home-schooled California
kids do get quality instruction
from their parents. 

But what about children whose
parents speak little English? What
about those whose parents have
less than a high school education
of their own? How can they possi-
bly be getting quality education in
these circumstances?

Yet, there is nothing in current
practice to prevent totally unqual-
ified parents from taking over the
education of their children. And
there is little to assure that even
teaching by parents with college
degrees will cover all the ground
required for a solid education.

Without either close supervi-
sion or the presence of a qualified
instructor -- read “credentialed
teacher” -- no one even knows how
many of the home schooled have a
chance to become success stories
and how many will be doomed to
unskilled labor for life.

The strongest objections to the
appeals court decision, of course,
have come from religious groups
that dislike many ideas taught in
public schools and most private
ones:.

One legitimate question about
children home-taught in programs
like these is how they will eventu-
ally interact and compete with
contemporaries who have had
more standard educations. It’s un-
known right now how well most
will cope, in part because home
schooling has only taken off as an
openly acknowledged mass move-
ment within the last 15 years.

Thomas Elias is a California au-
thor. Reach him at
tdelias@aol.com.
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Ignoring
home-school
questions

Success is all in the follow through

HUD chief
resigns 
in midst 
of crisis

A lmost as when Hurri-
cane Katrina flooded
New Orleans, another
key Bush appointee
has come up short in

the midst of a crisis.
Alphonso Jackson resigned

this week as head of the De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development, the mother
ship of the Federal Housing
Administration, the lead
agency in trying to stem the
onslaught of foreclosures. De-
pending on which rescue plan
passes Congress, FHA could
be responsible for hundreds
of billions more in taxpayer
dollars to refinance struggling
homeowners.

The secretary leaves under
a cloud of controversy. He is
the subject of FBI, Justice
Department and HUD inves-
tigations into allegedly steer-
ing large HUD contracts to
his friends and for having
work done on his vacation
home by the recipient of a
HUD contract. Separately,
Congress and HUD’s inspec-
tor general are investigating
whether Jackson retaliated
against the Philadelphia
Housing Authority for refus-
ing to turn over a valuable
piece of property to a Jackson
friend.

Jackson was part of Presi-
dent Bush’s original circle of
Texas friends who came with
him to Washington. 

It is unclear whether Jack-
son was pushed or left by mu-
tual agreement. He conferred
with White House aides last
week, met with Bush on Sat-
urday and resigned Monday.
He said he was quitting to at-
tend to personal and family
matters, but it’s hard to see
him voluntarily leaving a post
he reveled in with only 10
months left to go.

Bush, loyal to a fault, might
have stuck with his belea-
guered secretary if Jackson
last month had not contemp-
tuously stonewalled a Senate
subcommittee investigating
the awarding of HUD con-
tracts. 

In a letter to the president,
outraged Democrats demand-
ed his resignation and Bush
apparently decided to cut his
losses.

With the clock running,
Bush must now find some-
body, perhaps from within the
department, who can pass
congressional muster and
take up the task of stabilizing
the housing market.

DAILY REPUBLIC
A McNaughton Newspaper 

Locally Owned and Operated 
Serving Solano County since 1855

Foy McNaughton
President / CEO

Bill James
Editor / Publisher

DOONESBURY BY GARRY TRUDEAU
Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Congresswoman 
Ellen Tauscher 
(10th District)
2459 Rayburn HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
Fairfield Office:
2000 Cadenasso Drive,
Suite A, Fairfield, CA
(707) 428-7792

Assemblywoman 
Lois Wolk (8th District)
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0008
Vacaville District Office:
555 Mason St. Suite 275
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-8025

State Senator Mike
Machado (5th District)
State Capitol
Room 5066
Sacramento, CA 
94248-0001
Vacaville Office:
1010 Nut Tree Road,
Suite 185
Vacaville, CA 95687
(707) 454-3808

Fairfield City Hall
1000 Webster Street
Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 428-7400
Suisun City Hall
701 Civic Center Drive
Suisun City, CA 94585
(707) 421-7300
Vacaville City Hall
650 Merchant Street
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 449-5100IM

P
O

R
TA

N
T 

A
D

D
R

E
S

S
E

S



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


